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Old and new: 19th century art accompanied by a mirror maze, textile sculptures and a multimedia game

Press release from 14 November 2019

The Moravian Gallery is opening a new permanent exhibition of 19th century art. Its primary objective is to highlight the tight bond between Moravian and Austrian culture. It will present the Austrian painters Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele as well as the architects Adolf Loos and Josef Hoffmann. The new format of the permanent exhibition also works with contemporary art – entry to the exhibition rooms is provided via a mirror maze by the designers Jan Plecháč and Henry Wielgus while an integral part of the exhibition is an interactive game that relates the story of art in the particular period in the form of animated videos.

BRNO – A SUBURB OF VIENNA

Governor’s Palace, Moravian Square 
from 15 November
voluntary admission fee

The original permanent exhibition called Art from the Gothic to the 19th Century was opened to visitors from the year 2001, and as such worked for almost two decades without a change in its format. The visitor numbers were rather low (2018 –  2 966 people, 2017 – 9 678, 2016 – 6 985). As a result the Moravian Gallery decided to adopt a different approach to the presentation of Old Masters and 19th century art. “For the first time in more than fifty years of its history the institution narrates the story of the permanent exhibition through exhibits from among the core collection items with equal representation of non-commissioned and applied art. In practice this means that alongside paintings, sculptures and works on paper the presentation incorporates examples of period furniture, porcelain and ceramics, glass, textile and fashion, jewellery and cast iron,” explains Ondřej Chrobák, chief curator of the Moravian Gallery. 

The gallery puts great emphasis on the educational significance of the permanent exhibition and attempts to present art created two centuries ago in the most comprehensible way. “The permanent exhibition is oriented toward a viewer who is not familiar with art and seeks a way towards it. As a result we approached it in a completely different way than when we work with curatorial projects”, adds Jan Press, director of the Moravian Gallery. We have revamped the permanent exhibition of works on paper as well as the navigation system in the building, captions in the exhibition and the timeline which is now interactive. As the gallery's aim is to make the permanent exhibition accessible to the broad public the admission fee is only voluntary.

This innovative approach is appreciated by regular visitors to the gallery, among them the Minister of Finance Alena Schillerová: “I have visited the Moravian Gallery a number of times and always like to return. I admire the gallery’s fresh and imaginative approach to creating new exhibitions. They always offer something new and previously unseen. I am sure it will be the same in this case. I hope that the new permanent exhibition will receive many enthusiastic visitors,” says Schillerová.

At the heart of the exhibition the painting depicting The Ride of the Kings by Joža Uprka keeps company with furniture by Dušan Jurkovič, a portrait of a lady by the Master of the Viennese Ringstrasse Hans Makart is surrounded by antiques from his estate, furniture sets of elementary form by Joseph Danhauser are set against genre paintings by Ferdinand Georg Waldmüller, a sculpture by Ladislav Šaloun inspired by the familiar fairy tale The Devil and Kate meets a tapestry called The Water Spirit according to Hanuš Schwaiger. The story of 19th century art would be incomplete without introducing female artists. In the entry section of the permanent exhibition which presents the most interesting items from the collections of the Moravian Gallery from the Gothic and Baroque period visitors may encounter the painting Susanna and the Elders by one of the most important 17th century female painters Artemisia Gentileschi, who is considered a predecessor of today’s feminists. Nineteenth century applied art is represented at the exhibition by Zdenka Braunerová, who is famous both for her designs and the making of utilitarian and decorative glass and, in particular, her illustrations for Vilém Mrštík’s book May Fairy Tale.

The permanent exhibition gives a comprehensive picture of the function of art in the different epochs. An exceptional section of the exhibition is the print chamber which displays a remarkable collection of Austrian Secession drawings and prints, the core of which is made up of works by the two greatest Austrian Secession painters Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele. Schiele’s drawings An Acrobat and Female Nude are considered highpoints of the artist's oeuvre, and frequently appear on loan at important events abroad. 
On entering the new permanent exhibition of 19th century art you will find yourself in a mirror maze. The authors of this installation are the leading Czech designers Jan Plecháč and Henry Wielgus. It could be seen for the first time at the Brno Trade Fair as part of the Avant Garde show celebrating the centenary of the founding of Czechoslovakia. The maze in the Governor’s Palace will mirror important Baroque and Gothic works from the collections of the Moravian Gallery. “The reflections will offer us new views of sculptural works from our history, and give us a unique opportunity to stop and see things from different angles and in new contexts,” say the designers. 

The new permanent exhibition integrates the multimedia interactive game Adventures of an Art Collector that will introduce visitors to the main figures in 19th century art. The guide through the game is Hanuš Schwaiger, a native of Jindřichův Hradec, who studied at the Academy in Vienna where he was inspired by the wave of fashionable historicisms and became a protégé of the painter Hans Makart. The game will transport visitors to Makart's famous studio, in a Viennese café they will meet Gustav Klimt and, in Moravian Slovakia, Joža Uprka. During the journey visitors will collect artefacts from which they will later create their own gallery. The author of the illustrations is Alexey Klyukov, the technical solution is the work of the INITI creative group and Hanuš Schwaiger speaks with the voice of the actor Jan Kolařík. 

As a temporary intervention the Governor’s Palace will display sculptures by Martin Skalický, created as new castings from old moulds – sculptures hidden from the eyes of passers by in the tympanum of the Governor's Palace. Skalický combines a historical theme with untraditional material: “Instead of traditional sculptural material he uses textiles reinforced by resin. Using controlled randomness he creates a new work of art, straddling centuries, dynasties and generations. The powerful Baroque affect meets the playfulness of contemporary art,” adds Jana Písaříková, curator of contemporary art. 

The exhibition is held under the auspices of Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic Lubomír Zaoralek, governor of the South Moravian Region Bohumil Šimek, mayor of the City of Brno Markéta Vaňková and Ambassador of the Austrian Republic Alexander Grubmayr.
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