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RETAIL TRAILS 

Date: During the Brno Biennial 2018

Location: Centre of Brno

The Retail Trail takes visitors through the centre of the city and points out the positive examples which succeeded in achieving the difficult intersection of interior and graphic design that retail design requires. The trail will have an online and a printed version and it will also be possible to take the walk as a guided tour with the author Veronika R. Nováková and the designer Martin Hrdina.

A WALK – VISUAL SMOG VS RETAIL DESIGN
22/5/2018 at 6pm

Can a business work without aggressive advertising? Is quality design a matter of individual taste? Does the cleaning of a public space threaten the freedom of enterprise? Similar questions with good and bad examples of retail design will be addressed by Veronika Rút Nováková, freelance graphic designer originally from Brno, who specialises in branding and corporate identities. She created the UGO fresh juice brand and her clients include the Ministry of Defence, the City of Brno and the Sokol Gymnasts’ Club. The walk starts in front of the railway station building in Brno.  More at www.retailoko.cz/. 

The event takes place within the OFF programme of the Biennial of Graphic Design on the subject of Visual Smog vs Retail Design. Further events with the same subject can be found at Retailoko.cz or on the website of the Moravian Gallery. The programme is supported by the office of the Mayor of the City of Brno’s deputy for the Smart City project.

A WALK WITH MARTIN HRDINA
29/5/2018 at 5pm

The work of the architect Martin Hrdina excels in the precise execution of complex designs combining interior and graphic design. Through his realised projects of interiors and corporate styles for Café Tungsram, Atlas, Pilát, Bistro Franz and the Vietnamese restaurant GO he has considerably influenced the visual culture of Brno’s retail design. The walk will be guided by the architect himself. The start is at Café Tungsram in Kapucínské Sq.

PECHA KUCHA NIGHT

Date: 17/5/2018 at 8pm

Location: Prague in Brno café

The Pecha Kucha Night with the title End Is Good, All Is Good links the subject of graphic design with other themes related to design and visual smog. The invited guests include Braňo Matis with The Death of Graphic Design, Marek Pistora and Martin Vácha from Studio Najbrt, and Veronika R. Nováková, the author of the Retail Trail with the topic of unintended animation of public space. 

TALKS 

Date:  17/5 – 18/6/2018

Location: Museum of Applied Arts

31/5/2018, 7pm ATELIER BONBON 

Atelier Bonbon takes credit for designing the interiors of cocktail and wine bars including the Super Panda Circus, The Bar That Does Not Exist, 4Pokoje or Café and Donut. Their designs are unique in their original ideas and all-inclusive approach. The lecture will outline how the projects evolved from sketches and initial ideas to the problems during implementation and opening. 

4/6/2018, 7pm VĚRA MAREŠOVÁ AND LUMÍR KAJNAR: ARGUMENTATION AS THE BASIS OF DESIGN

Both designers will present the case studies of their projects with a focus on communication with clients and positive and negative experiences.

Věra Marešová is the author of the logotype and corporate design of the City of Brno and has completed dozens of other works in the area of corporate design. Lumír Kajnar takes care of brands such as Česká spořitelna, Letiště Praha, Direct pojišťovna, České ragby and the Skaut movement. A typical feature of his work is the fusion of graphic design and marketing towards efficiency and quality end results in the area of communication design.

24/5/2018 at 7pm KOGGAA and VERONIKA RÚT NOVÁKOVÁ: RETAIL DESIGN TRAVEL GUIDE 

Two lectures/travel guides to inspiring, clever and crazy retail design solutions from abroad. Including how to use graffiti to draw attention to a display window and whether it is a good idea to open a shop in a Gothic church. KOGAA is an international architectural studio working in the areas of architecture, interior and product design residing in Brno. 

23/5/2018 at 7pm PAVEL WEWIORA: THE STORY OF 20TH CENTURY OUTDOOR ADVERTISING

Is visual smog a matter of the past decades or is it as old as advertising itself? A lecture on the history of conflict and harmony between advertising and architecture will be given by Pavel Wewiora from the National Heritage Institute. You will learn about how advertising behaved in the interwar period and what was typical for advertising in the 60s and 70s. Look forward to a number of rare period photographs of Brno, documentation of the first advertisements on Public Transport and a discussion on the changes in advertising over the last century.

1/6/2018 at 6pm PETRA DOČEKALOVÁ: TRADITION AND THE PRESENT OF HAND-LETTERING

For a long time hand-lettering used to be an indelible part of retail design, whether it was restaurant menus or hand written shop signs. Although in recent years the poetics of hand-lettering have disappeared from the cities, the situation is gradually turning back to authentic and quality designs. The graduate from the type and typography studio at the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague, Petra Dočekalová, will present the history of hand-lettering and her own work in the field in comparison with various approaches from abroad. How does a typographer and letter painter make a living today? How is the standard of design at home doing in comparison with designs from abroad? The lecture will be followed by a discussion.

DOCUMENTARY SCREENING: EVERYBODY NEEDS ADVERTISING

27/05/2018 at 7pm, Pražák Palace

The screening of a documentary on visual smog and debate with the film-maker Dominik Jursa and the activist Matúš Čupka. Dominik Jursa studied documentary direction at the Academy of Performing Arts in Bratislava and made the film in 2014. How does he view it in hindsight? How does he observe the development of illegal and aggressive advertising? Does he see the situation as an improvement or a deterioration? The discussion panel will include Matúš Čupka, who has been actively involved in drawing public attention to the problem of visual smog in Bratislava.

SCALA OPEN-AIR CINEMA: ALEŠ NAJBRT FOR FILM

Date: July–August 2018
Location: Governor’s Palace

Within the Scala Open-air Cinema project we present Czech films made over the past two decades whose promotional materials bear the imprint of graphic design by Aleš Najbrt and Studio Najbrt.

CONCERT

Date: 6/6/2018
Location: Governor’s Palace

As part of the accompanying programmes to the Brno Biennial we organise concerts by the Finnish Baroque band as pendant to the Najbrt exhibition.

ACCOMPANYING PROGRAMMES FOR CHILDREN
OPENING FOR CHILDREN 

Date: 10/5/2018 at 4pm

Location: Museum of Applied Arts

The youngest visitors to the gallery cannot be denied a chance to experience the festive atmosphere of the opening of the Brno Biennial. An opening for children with parents that will take place a few hours earlier than the grand opening will explain the subject of the international exhibition of graphic design to the children with various activities illustrating the different forms of graphic design.

WORKSHOP FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED 

Date: 12/5/2018
Location: Museum of Applied Arts 

An open week-end workshop for the visually impaired focusing on spatial typography will take place in the exhibitions of the International Biennial of Graphic Design Brno. 

FAMILY AFTERNOON: WITH THE BIENNIAL AROUND THE WORLD

Date: 27/5/2018 at 2.30pm
Location: Museum of Applied Arts

A weekend programme for the whole family consists of a guided tour for the parents and a creative workshop for children dedicated to the profession of a graphic designer where they will learn about graphic and typographic techniques. 

WORKSHOP: POSTCARD FROM THE BIENNIAL 

Date: 19/5/2018 at 6pm
Location: Museum of Applied Arts 

In the workshop visitors guided by experienced lecturers will be able to try out graphic techniques (work with composition, typography, print and luminous paint) and create an original postcard. 

SATURDAY STUDIO:  PORTO – A PORT OF DESIGN

16/6/2018  10am–12am 

On Saturday morning we sail away on a cruise ship to the Portuguese city of Porto. An adventurous voyage through the stormy waters of graphic design awaits us. We will discover that graphic design can attain a multitude of forms which are worth close inspection. We will become acquainted with the cultural and visual identity of the city of Porto. We will try out different graphic techniques and make a practical guide for all discoverers and beginning designers. 

ARTCAMP: GRAPHIC DESIGN COMES ALIVE 

Date: 20/8 –24/8/2018 

Location: Museum of Applied Arts

Summer holiday urban camp for children from 10 to 16 years will be organised with external lecturers from the audiovisual field. The subject of the Artcamp is Motion Design or how it looks when graphic design comes alive. The children will get acquainted with the graphic discipline of motion design. They will try out working with audiovisual technology and learn how to do animation, editing and postproduction.

COLOURFUL AFTERNOONS 

Date: Every Thursday during the Brno Biennial at 10am 

Location: Museum of Applied Arts

The regular Thursday art workshops for children from 2 to 6 years take place in the Biennial exhibition where children together with parents will discover the gallery’s world of graphic design in a playful way.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES FOR SCHOOL GROUPS

Date: May, June 2018

Location: Museum of Applied Arts

A fairy tale-experience programme for children from kindergartens will explain the basics of graphic design. Pupils from elementary schools will become acquainted with the different forms of work of a graphic designer including practical activities and students of secondary schools and universities will be able to take part in guided tours with debates. 

Kindergarten – Letter Soup 

You think that graphic design is not for children? Don’t be mistaken and come to reveal what is hiding underneath the Biennial of Graphic Design title. We will talk about letters, shapes and colours and we shall see what happens if we mix them up all together. Believe us there is no need to be able to read or write - you can still play with graphic design! 

Elementary I – Wrap It Up  

Do you know what the profession of a graphic designer involves and that the things you buy have been designed by someone? By linking product and graphic design we will embark on an adventurous journey between surface and space. We will design our own set of labels and packaging that we may use for our favourite products. And beware, we are in for a short trip to Porto in Portugal, so hold on to your hats, we set sail soon!

Elementary II – Atlas of Design 

The international show of graphic design presents a cross-section of contemporary graphic works in global context. For better orientation inside the varied world of visual culture we will create our own atlas of design, which will guide us through the exhibitions of the Biennial of Graphic Design and the essential typographic rules and procedures such as fonts or typesetting. With the help of many practical exercises we will learn to work with type as a means of communication concentrating both on its content and the formal aspects.

Secondary – The Biennial: A Guided Tour with a Debate 

You can look forward to a critical discussion and evaluation of the different approaches and attitudes towards the contemporary form of graphic design. We will learn about important figures on the Czech graphic scene - František Štorm and Aleš Najbrt. We are also awaited by an interactive lesson in motion design mixing up a cocktail of animation, graphic design, film, video, special effects and new technologies.
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